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RESULTS
•	 $314,805 in grants awarded to 18 
	 organizations/collaborations

•	 3 Home Visitation grants totaling 
	 $40,000 awarded
•	 4,000 books granted to 29 organizations 	
	 through BookStart — $60,000
•	 35 Young Explorer computers granted  to 	
	 21 organizations — $75,215

COMMITMENT
•	 8 new Community Growth (formerly Town 	
	 Meeting) Initiative community partners 	
	 selected

•	 3 new Early Childhood Initiative 
	 community partners selected
•	 Owatonna SCORE branch created with 
	 12 volunteers
•	 Biobusiness Network established
•	 22 AmeriCorps LEAP service members 
	 supported early childhood efforts in 16 		
	 community partner sites

COLLABORATION
•	 Hosted 5 wind energy forums attended by 	
	 over 200 citizens

•	 Convened 15 local asset mapping meetings 	
	 to create regional economic development 	
	 strategy
•	 Established Engaged Elder Advisory 
	 Council with 27 members
•	 Participated in FIRST grant collaboratives to 	
	 create comprehensive workforce strategy

PROSPER
•	 14 businesses received $1 million in loans; 
	 $6 million leveraged 

•	 169 jobs were created or maintained
•	 Over 275 entrepreneurs helped through 
	 technical assistance/training
•	 13 entrepreneurs supported through CEO 	
	 Peer Council 

SUCCESS . . . At a Glance



SUCCESS

Success . . .

Table of Contents
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Minnesota's First Rural 
Nanotechnology Business
Rushford Hypersonic, Minnesota’s first rural nano- 
technology company and the world’s only com-
mercial producer of Hypersonic Plasma Particle 
Deposition (HPPD) nanotechnology coatings, is  
on its way to creating a global impact.  Initially, 
Rushford Hypersonic is focusing on products 
where adverse conditions and harsh environ-
ments require a superior wear resistant coating.  

“Interest in the process, and its applications, is 
high across a number of sectors, including the 
medical field,” explains Daniel Fox, CEO and  
founder.  He’s talked to officials at the Mayo  
Clinic about using the coating to extend the  
life of implants like those used in knee  
replacements.

The company, which began production in  
April 2009, expects to create 60 to 75 full- 
time jobs in production, engineering, and  
research & development over the next five  
years.  They received a $200,000 loan from  
SMIF to help get the business up and running.

Photo:
CEO Dan Fox shows the interior of the Hypersonic  
Plasma Particle Deposition chamber. (Photo by  
Melissa Carlo/Winona Daily News)

"Some people dream of success while others wake up and work hard at it."

One of the measures of success for us here at Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation is the number of partners 
we engage.  As the saying goes . . . “a picture is worth a thousand words” . . . so below is our picture of success this 
year!

Each mark on the map represents an investment we made — grant, loan, community growth initiative (previously 
called town meeting initiative), training or technical assistance.  In all, there are 138 marks representing the  
$5.6 million invested into the region during the past year.  

More importantly, each mark also represents a collaborative effort that engaged businesses, nonprofits, and  
community or education leaders.   

In the following pages, we highlight stories about our investments and partners to give you a better picture of  
the role SMIF has played in creating workforce and business success.  The annual report card information is our  
way of emphasizing the importance of these collaborative efforts.

We thank you all for sharing our vision of economic vitality for this 20 county region and your partnership in getting 
things done!

•	 Biobusiness is widely recognized as a “high-growth” business area, 	 	
	 with the potential to create a significant number of new jobs.

•	 At least some of the SMIF region’s biobusinesses are multi-site  
	 enterprises which may be bringing jobs to multiple communities. 

•	 The impact of the recession and Federal stimulus funds on biobusi-		
	 ness growth is still unknown.

observations

Source: The BioBusiness Alliance of Minnesota’s BIOMAP resource network (http://network.
biobusinessalliance.org). 
Note: The network is an opt-in system and can not be considered representative of biobusiness in 
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Gaming Passion Leads to New Business
Chad Attlesey and Daren Klum knew that they were on to something when their knowledge of high-tech computer 
technology converged with their backgrounds in IT, business and engineering.  As late night gamers, they grew tired of 
investing in expensive personal gaming computers that frequently overheated.  

In 2005 the duo set out to solve the heat problem and ended up creating a new innovative company: Hardcore  
Computer, in Rochester. With its multi product proprietary technology (a patented liquid submersion cooling  
method), Hardcore is poised to become a cooling technology leader in the $213 billion dollar computer industry.

They also recruited business and computer expert Al Berning, to lead their new company.  His experience and leader-
ship in successfully launching high-profile computer products at IBM and PEMSTAR made him the perfect choice.

Today Hardcore has a staff of more than 20 technology professionals and anticipate continued growth and success. 
SMIF invested in the success of this start-up business with a small venture capital award and a $200,000 loan.

Photo:
Daren Klum, Al Berning and Chad Attlesey are leading Hardcore Computer to success.

"Success is doing ordinary 

things extraordinarily well."

Jim Rohn

Source: Annual economic survey (US Census Bureau) and Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic Development (DEED).

•	 Self-employed entrepreneurs make up a majority of total 	 	
	 businesses.

•	 Most entrepreneurs work in the construction industry and 		
	 retail trades (Low, Henderson, and Weiler, 2005).

•	 In the US, 5 percent of entrepreneurs become employer 	 	
	 businesses or are acquired by or absorbed into employer 		
	 businesses (Walzer, 2007).

Self-employed entrepreneurs

observations

Source: Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED).  

•	 New employers represent self-employed individuals who 	 	
	 expanded their business to include additional employees or 	
	 brand new businesses.

•	 New firms that are transitioning to employer businesses are 	
	 the fastest growing sector in the US economy (Walzer, 2007).

•	 In the US, small firms represent 99.7 percent of all employer 	
	 firms and  employ about half of all private sector employees 	
	 (US DOL, 2007).

New employers

observations

entrepreneurs

INNOVATION
Self-employed entrepreneurs

45,889

47,295

2005

47,312

20062004 2007

48,185

% of total
businesses
in the region

72% 72% 71% 73%

New employers

07 Q2 07 Q3 07 Q4 08 Q1 08 Q2 08 Q3

828

1,028

625

544

800

375
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"Success means doing the best we 
can with what we have. Success is 
the doing, not the getting; in the 
trying, not the triumph. Success is  
a personal standard, reaching for 
the highest that is in us, becoming 

all that we can be."

Zig Ziglar

Source: Minnesota Office of Higher Education. Note: Students who declare a liberal 
arts major are excluded from this count as they are more likely to transfer to four-
year institutions. 

High school graduates enrolled 
in vocational college

•	 This indicator represents the number of new high school 	 	
	 graduates from the SMIF region who enroll in a 2-year college 	
	 in Minnesota.

observations

Source: Minnesota Department of Education. Note: Includes duplicate counts if  
students were enrolled in more than one course. Excludes students enrolled in 
college-level courses through the Post Secondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) 
program.

High school students enrolled in 
professional technical education classes

•	 Professional technical education (PTE) courses integrate 	 	
	 technical skills with academic content to prepare students 	
	 for the workplace, further education, training and family 		
	 and community roles (Perkins Act, 2006). 

 •	 An increase in enrollment in tech education among high 	 	
	 school students indicates that more graduates will be  
	 prepared for the workforce after high school, particularly 		
	 those who don’t  go on to college.

•	 2008 data ARE NOT comparable to previous years because 	
	 of change in how data are computed and suppressed.

observations

High school graduates enrolled
in vocational college

1,276

2006 2007

1,168

2008

1,075

High school students enrolled in
professional technical education classes

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

18,305
21,868 22,345

8,475

N /A
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Fairmont High School sophomore Laura Hamp was one of 350 students  
attending the inaugural Area Career Exploration (ACE) event this spring in  
Fairmont.  She discovered just what local business and community leaders  
hoped - there are good career opportunities right in her own back yard!

Laura, whose interests range from veterinary medicine to chiropractic care,  
said she talked with local doctors, physical therapists, and nurses about what a  
typical day was like for them. She realized that whatever she decides to do in her  
life, she’ll  be welcome in Fairmont where there are many great jobs.

The ACE event was part of the $15,000 SMIF Community Growth Initiative (formerly 
Town Meeting Initiative) grant to help business, education, and community leaders  
connect students with local job/career opportunities.   The Community Growth 
Initiative process (over several months) helped local leaders evaluate their assets, set 
goals and implement projects, including ACE.

ACE organizers Bob Wallace, Fairmont Chamber of Commerce, Garey Ferguson, 
DEED and others hailed the event a success and disclosed that plans are underway 
for an even better event next year.  One local employer noted, “I even found some 
potential employees.”

High Schooler Discovers 
Fairmont Has Good Jobs

career exploration

TRIUMPH
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Creative Play Place  
Provides Oasis for Families
St. Peter’s Creative Play Place opened last year thanks to a group of 
committed volunteers who wanted a special play place for children 
and families.  Today this delightful indoor play area is helping parents 
and children learn about healthy lifestyle choices and fun activities 
that they can do together.  

One parent explained, “The Creative Play Place provides an oasis for us 
as a family at no cost.  It is a place where we can play with our children 
away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. Our children delight 
in the variety of creative play options and activities, and I appreciate 
the patience, affirmation, and compassion the staff has for all the  
children and families who come through the door.” 

The Play Place was one of the projects selected by St. Peter Early  
Childhood Initiative (ECI). In addition to facilitation and technical 
assistance from SMIF, the ECI received a $20,000 grant to fund local 
projects like the Play Place.

observations

observations

Third grade students meeting 
state reading standards

• 	 This indicator represents the percent of third-grade  
	 students who meet or exceed reading standards on the 	
	 MCA-II exam.

• 	 The MCA-II is used to measure progress toward state 	
	 academic standards and adequate yearly progress  
	 towards proficiency.

• 	 Students in the SMIF region performed slightly better 	
	 than children statewide in all three academic years.

Source: Minnesota Department of Education.  

early childhood

ACHIEVEMENT

2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009
% of third graders meeting standards in SMIF region

% of third graders meeting standards statewide

82% 82% 81% 80% 81% 80% 78%79%

Third grade students meeting
state reading standards

Source: Minnesota Department of Education (MDE).   
Note: The sample of schools that complete this assessment is not representative of the 
SMIF region, so the results are not generalizable. 

• 	 In 2004, 379 students from 7 area schools were tested.
• 	 In 2006, 873 students from 13 area schools were tested.
• 	 In 2007, 1,291 students from 24 area schools were tested.
• 	 Research supports the critical relationship between early 	 	
	 childhood experiences and successful learning outcomes 		
	 (MDE, 2005).

School readiness

% proficient in language / literacy skills in SMIF region

% proficient in personal / social skills in SMIF region

% proficient in language / literacy statewide

% proficient in personal / social skills statewide

2005
data
not

available

2004 2006 2007

School readiness

58% 61%

47%
51% 50% 53% 54% 57% 56% 53% 50% 52%

"Success is focus-

ing the full power 

of all you are on 

what you have a 

burning desire to 

achieve."

REPORT to
the REGION
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Immigrants Hope to 
Capitalize on  

Energy Jobs
Bob Kell at the Faribault Diversity Coalition 

anticipates that interest in energy conser-     
vation and renewable energy will lead to   

new job opportunities for immigrants.  He  
and a number of partners have begun a  

training and jobs program to capitalize on    
the mounting ‘green wave’.  In addition to 
skill training, the program offers business  

training so immigrants can eventually open 
their own businesses.  SMIF is supporting 

this effort through a $15,000 incentive  
grant to the Coalition.

Source: US Census.

Foreign born population

Source: Minnesota Department of Education. Note: Households are counted more than 
once if more than one child in the household is enrolled in school. 

K-12 students speaking a language  
other than English at home

K-12 students speaking a language
other than English at home

8,766 9,123 9,323 9,555

2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008

% of total
enrollment 8.1% 8.4% 8.6% 8.9%

"The secret of success is  

constancy to purpose."
Benjamin Disraeli

PURPOSE
immigrants

REPORT to 
the REGION

•	 Between 1990 and 2000, the region’s foreign born 	
	 population more than doubled.

•	 In 2000, the largest populations of foreign born were in 	
	 Olmsted, Blue Earth and Rice Counties.

•	 The state demographer indicates that immigration 	
	 across the state has steadily increased since 2000.

observations
•	 ESL enrollment in region has declined significantly 	
	 over the past 3 years.

•	 The region’s declining ABE enrollments closely track 	
	 statewide declines. 

observations
•	 The number and relative percent of students speaking 	
	 a language other than English at home is increasing 	
	 over time.

•	 The most common languages other than English  
	 spoken at home are Spanish and Somali.

•	 Most students speaking languages other than English 	
	 at home live in 8 of the region’s 20 counties.

observations

ESL enrollment in Adult Basic  
Education programs

Source: Minnesota Adult Basic Education (ABE). Note: Eight of the 72 school 
districts in the SMIF region are not included in the ABE consortia.

Foreign born population

20001990

9,620

24,551

ESL enrollment in Adult Basic
Education programs

3,782

3,175 3,097
2,817

2006 2007 2008 2009

1312



Older Workers Discover 
Possibilities
 “This is the first time I’ve been to a job fair,” explained one 
self-employed carpenter.  Like many, he is experiencing 
first hand the effects of the slow economy and came seek-
ing help. At the Project GO (Golden Opportunities) job 
fair hosted by Riverland College in Austin, he discovered 
another source of income - teaching classes through  
Community Education.

The baby boomer job fair was part of an overall effort 
aimed at older workers called Riverland Generations  
Project GO launched by the college. In addition to  
several job fairs, Riverland is hosting classes and work-
shops aimed at helping job seekers over 55. Project GO 
is funded in part by a $20,000 grant from SMIF.

“We’ve seen some success,” says Celeste Ruble, VP of  
Employee and Public Relations, “because we’ve intro-
duced new possibilities to mature active learners for  
both paid and unpaid employment — a win-win for  
everyone.”

"Vitality shows in not only  

the ability to persist but  

the ability to start over."
F. Scott Fitzgerald

"To succeed you need to find something to hold on to, something to motivate 

you, something to inspire you."

AmeriCorps LEAP  ($435,753)
The following 16 community partner sites engaged 22 AmeriCorps LEAP service members to support early  
childhood efforts:

Goodhue County Kindergarten Readiness Initiative, Cannon Falls
Grace Place, Winona
KSMQ Public Television, Austin
Mankato Early Childhood Family Education
Mankato Family Literacy
Martin County West Community Education
MN Valley Action Council Head Start, Mankato
Northfield Early Childhood Initiative
Parenting Resource Center/Crisis Nursery-Austin

BIOBUSINESS ($142,500)
Development Corporation of Austin & Mower County. $25,000 to support development of a two-year bio science degree 
at Riverland College.

ISD #531 – Byron. $20,000 to support a wind/solar energy feasibility study to enhance local renewable energy options.

Martin County Economic Development Authority, $25,000 to support feasibility of commercially building farm scale Microwave 
Assisted Pyrolysis (MAP) units to produce local renewable energy.

Region Nine Development Commission, Mankato. $20,000 to support development of three wind energy projects to increase 
community-based renewable energy.

Rochester Area Economic Development Incorporated. $12,500 to support growth of biomedical center to increase biobusiness.

The BioBusiness Alliance of Minnesota, Saint Louis Park. $20,000 to support creation of statewide interactive BIOMAP website to 
support biobusiness growth.

The Nature Conservancy of Minnesota, Minneapolis. $20,000 to support bio fuel generation through grass-based renewable energy.

elders

VITALITY

Source: Quarterly workforce indicators and population estimates (US Census Bureau). 

•	 The number and percent of older adults in the work-	
	 force is steadily increasing over time.

•	 Growth in this sector of the workforce is greater in the 	
	 SMIF region than statewide.

•	 Each year over the past 4 years, a greater percentage of 	
	 the region’s workforce is 65 or older.

SUSTAINABILITY
grants

2004

13,282 13,505
14,495 15,092

2005 2006 2007

Older adults in the workforce

% of region’s
total 65+ pop

who are working

% of state
65+ population

who are working

13.4% 13.5% 14.4% 14.8%

12.7% 13.0% 13.6% 13.9%

15,429

2008

14.8%

14.0%

observations

Older adults in the workforce

REPORT to
the REGION Red Wing Early Childhood Initiative

Riverway Learning Community, Minnesota City
SEMCAC Head Start - Austin, Hayfield, & Winona
Waseca Public Schools
United South Central Public Schools, Wells
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African American Mutual Assistance Network, Inc.
Austin Public Schools-Community Learning Center
Colvill Family Center
Fillmore Central ECFE
Freeborn County Healthy Families
GFW School Readiness Program
Hand in Hand Preschool and School Readiness Program
HOPE Coalition
Kasson-Mantorville ECFE
Kingsland ECFE
KSMQ Public Service Media, Inc.
Mankato Adult Basic Education
Mankato ECSE
Minnesota Valley Action Council, Inc.
Montgomery Public Library
Owatonna Migrant Head Start 
Parenting Resource Center
PEM School Readiness & ECFE

BOOKSTART ($60,000)
4,000 books granted to the following 29 organizations in partnership with Capstone Publishers:

Riverway Learning Community
SEMCAC Head Start 
Sibley County Public Health
Stepping Stones Learning Center
Three Rivers Community Action, Inc.
Tri-Valley Rochester Migrant Head Start
Waseca County Public Health Services
Waseca Head Start
Waseca Parents as Teachers
Wilson Elementary School
Winona Early Childhood Initiative

CAREER EDUCATION  ($100,000)
ISD #2071 - Lake Crystal Wellcome Memorial. $20,000 to support welding training for high school students to enhance 
career opportunities.

ISD #300 - La Crescent Hokah. $20,000 to support creation of an engineer-related problem solving course for high school students to 
enhance career opportunities.

Rushford Institute for Nanotechnology. $20,000 to support nanotechnology training for high school students to enhance career 
opportunities.

South Central College, North Mankato. $20,000 to support creation of 24 LEGO® labs to enhance study skills in science, math and 
physics.

South Central College, North Mankato. $20,000 to support a summer ag-education camp for high school students to enhance 
career opportunities.

COMMUNITY GROWTH INITIATIVE (FORMERLY TOWN MEETING INITIATIVE)  $120,000
Austin L.A.B. (Leading Austin area Biobusiness). $15,000 to support biobusiness.

Mankato ENCORE (Engaging Networking Connecting Older Individuals Resources Employers). $15,000 to support engaged elders.

Northfield Riverwalk Arts Quarter. $15,000 to support entrepreneurs.

Owatonna C.A.R.E.S. (Career Alternatives Reaching Every Student). $15,000 to support career education.

Pine Island People Initiators – People Innovators (PI-PI). $15,000 to support biobusiness.

Rushford ACT (Active Communities Together). $15,000 to support community revitalization.

St. Charles GLAD (Growing Leadership and Diversity). $15,000 to support community revitalization.

St. James LEAP (Local Employment Action Plan). $15,000 to support career education/entrepreneurs.

EARLY CHILDHOOD ($56,250)
Dads Make a Difference, St. Paul. $250 to support early childhood success by educating youth about responsible parenting.

Greater Mankato United Way Home Visiting Program. $15,000 to support strengthening and increasing home visits to families.

KSMQ Public Television, Austin. $5,000 to support early childhood programming through public television.

MN Fathers & Families Network, St. Paul. $1,000 to support training for early childhood professionals.

Olmsted County Public Health. $10,000 to support strengthening and increasing home visits to families.

ServeMN, Minneapolis. $10,000 to support MN Reading Corps Early Literacy in southern Minnesota.

Wabasha County Public Health. $15,000 to support strengthening and increasing home visits to families.

EARLY CHILDHOOD INITIATIVE (ECI) $60,000
Three communities — Faribault, Fillmore County and Montgomery-Lonsdale — were selected to be ECI partners.  In 
addition to creating a community-wide coalition to improve early childhood education, they each received a $20,000 project  
implementation grant.	

ENGAGED ELDERS ($20,000)
Riverland Community College, Austin.  $20,000 to support elders in the workforce by educating elders and employers and matching 
skills to opportunities.

ENTREPRENEURS ($40,000)
Main Street Project, Minneapolis. $20,000 to support ag-related entrepreneur opportunities for immigrants to enhance economic 
growth.

Main Street Project, Minneapolis. $20,000 to support development of entrepreneurs by providing training and technical assistance 
to Latino Entrepreneurs.

HIGH POTENTIAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ($45,200)
The following businesses received one-on-one business management assistance:

Acrotech, Lake City. $2,500

Ameristar Manufacturing, Mankato. $2,500

Clean Plus, Inc. West Concord. $3,000

JIT Companies, Green Isle. $7,500

European Roasterie, Inc., Le Center. $4,081

Herd Star LLC, Mankato. $2,500

Krengel Technology, Madison Lake. $2,500

NEW IMMIGRANTS ($34,805)
Faribault Diversity Coalition. $15,000 to support energy-related training for immigrants to increase their career opportunities.

Riverland Community College, Owatonna. $19,805 to support new immigrants in the workplace by readying individuals for 
advancement through English language training.

Metal Services, Blooming Prairie. $2,500

ProManufacturing, Albert Lea. $6,458

Retrofit, Owatonna. $5,000

Rochester Metalwerx, Lake City

Telamco, Lonsdale. $1,800

Terra-Therm, New Richland. $1,561

Valley Design, Fountain. $3,300
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PICTURE IT PAINTED ($7,600)  
The following 13 community organizations received approximately 334 gallons of paint in partnership with Valspar  
Corporation:

Arts Center of St. Peter
AZ-1 Cornerstone Project, Albert Lea 
Carnelian Masonic Lodge Building, Lake City
City of Eyota/EDA
Hesper-Mabel Area Historical Society 
History Center of Olmsted County
Lanesboro Child Care Center 
LEEP Design on a Dime (Leisure Education for  
	 Exceptional People), Mankato 
Martin County Library, Sherburn

Owatonna Arts Center 
Presentation College/Minnesota West Community 		
	 and Technical College, Fairmont 
Stepping Stones Learning Center, Fairmont, 
Under the Rainbow Child Care Center, Red Wing 

YOUNG EXPLORER ($75,215) 

35 Young Explorer computers awarded to the following 21 organizations through a partnership with IBM Corporation:

Austin SEMCAC Head Start
Blue Earth Area ECFE
Butterfield-Odin Preschool/ECFE/Kindergarten
Congregational Preschool, Austin
Dyckman Free Library
Gibbon Public Library
Good Shepherd Preschool
Kasson-Mantorville ECSE
Lake Crystal Wellcome Memorial School Readiness
Mankato Area Public Schools ECFE
Martin County Library
Medford Elementary Kindergarten
Minnesota Valley Action Council Head Start
Montgomery Public Library

New Prague Area Schools Early Childhood
Owatonna Public Schools - Washington Elementary School
Sibley East Elementary Schools - Gaylord & Arlington
Sleepy Eye ECFE
St. John’s Grandkids/V.I.K. Club
Waseca School Age Care
Watonwan County Library

LOANS $891,338
Andrews Family Chiropractic Clinic, PA, Mankato — $15,000 to support the purchase of clinic equipment.

David Ouyang (China Restaurant), St James — $19,029 to support the purchase of restaurant inventory and equipment.

Cristina Vazquez (El Sarape), St James — $5,309 to support the purchase of restaurant equipment.

Hardcore Computer Inc., Rochester — $200,000 to support the purchase of new equipment for expanding liquid submersion cooling 
technology for high performance computers.

Rushford Hypersonic LLC — $200,000 to support expanded production of exclusive nanotechnology coatings for broad use in health 
care and industry.

SpeechGear, Inc., Northfield — $200,000 to support expansion of a speech recognition software business.

USA Wind LLC, Medford — $200,000 to support development of a wind farm.

Christopher Wiener (Vienna Woodworks Rustic Furniture Company), Waseca — $17,000 to support equipment purchase.

Zinniel Boring Company Inc., New Ulm — $35,000 to support increased efficiency and inventory for horizontal directional drilling 
(HDD) business.

RURAL ENERGY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE (REDI) 
Eight information sessions, attended by over 250 people, were held in Claremont, Dodge Center, Hanska, Haverville Township, 
Hayfield, Lake Crystal, St. Charles, and Zumbrota to help landowners and community leaders understand wind energy op-
portunities.  The REDI effort is designed to maximize rural economic development and stabilize rural economies by building 
renewable energy capacity, expertise and leadership.

PARTNERS:
Center for Rural Policy & Development,  St. Peter
Initiative Foundation, Little Falls
Southwest Initiative Foundation, Hutchinson
State of Minnesota

SOUTHERN MINNESOTA OPPORTUNITY ROUNDTABLE (SMOR)
An outgrowth of the 15 regional asset based economic development forums, SMOR is focusing on increasing economic success 
in Manufacturing, Health Care, Food/Agriculture, Renewable Energy, Bioscience and High Technology.  Moving forward, The  
Center for Rural Policy and Development will serve as coordinator and is seeking to consolidate strategies and activities. (Read 
more at www.RuralMN.org.) 

PARTNERS:
AgStar Financial Services 	
Alliant Energy	
BioBusiness Alliance of MN	
Blandin Foundation	
Center for Rural Policy and Development	
MN Department Employment & Economic Development 
(DEED)	
K-12 Education	  
MinnStar Bank, Lake Crystal

MN State Colleges & Universities (MnSCU)	
Region Nine Development Commission	
RUPRI, Columbia, Missouri
South Central Work Force Council	
Southwest Initiative Foundation	
Southwest Workforce	
United FCS	
Workforce Innovation in Regional Economic Development 
(WIRED)	
Workforce Development Inc., Mankato & Rochester

loans & seed fund
BIO SEED FUND LOANS ($92,000)
Algaedyne Corporation, Preston — $25,000 to support commercial production of algae as a cost competitive replacement for 
fossil fuels.

CanCure Laboratories, LLC, Austin — $17,000 to support development of an anticancer drug.

Martell Biosystems, Inc., Rochester — $25,000 to support operations and set up for an early stage cancer diagnostics laboratory.

North Ridge Pines, LLC, Waseca — $25,000 to support the development and production of wind energy technology.

partnerships
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In a shrinking economy, many business owners are asking themselves: “Where do we find more business?” Working 
together, rather than in competition, provided at least a partial solution for three metal manufacturers in southern  
Minnesota. The Foundation helped bring about this synergy by convening a monthly meeting for business leaders 
called the CEO Peer Council. 

In early 2009, the Southern Minnesota Manufacturers Alliance™ (SMMA) formed to create new business opportunities. 
Three companies, CAB Construction of Mankato, ProTrucking/ProManufacturing of Albert Lea and Metal Services of 
Blooming Prairie are using their combined strengths to attract new customers from around the region, and the world.

“Addressing broader needs in the industry that one of us alone could not was a enough reason for the formation of the 
Alliance,” said Jim Troe. He, Dennis Heimerman and Karla Nelson all credit the Foundation’s HiPo Business Program and 
CEO Peer Council for the synergy they found in the marketplace.

Photo:
SMMA businesses (from left) Dennis Heimerman, Metal Services, Blooming Prairie; Karla Nelson, CAB Construction, 
Mankato; and Jim Troe, ProManufacturing, Albert Lea.

CEO Peer Council Helps Initiate Southern  
Minnesota Manufacturers Alliance™ 

trainings &  
technical assistance

TRAININGS
Sponsored or co-sponsored 22 trainings to assist entrepreneurs in business success.

Core Four™ Business Planning — Austin (Spanish), Chatfield, Fairmont, Lake City, 		
Mankato, Preston, Northfield (Spanish), Owatonna (English & Spanish), and Rochester

Balance Sheets and Profit/Loss Statements — Mankato

Basic Business Understanding — St. James (Spanish)

Business Tax Information — St. James (Spanish)

Coping in a Down Economy — Faribault

Intellectual Property Seminar — Mankato

Marketing — St. James (Spanish & English)

MN Marketplace for Entrepreneurs — Mankato

Quickbooks — New Ulm, St. James (Spanish & English)

Ratios and Cash Flow Analysis — Mankato

Repairing Your Credit — St. James (Spanish)

Web 102 — St. James
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CEO PEER COUNCIL
The following members meet monthly to learn how to grow their businesses.

Scott Kubicek, Owner	    
Advantage Cabinets Inc. 
Owatonna	

Karla Nelson, General Manager     
CAB Construction Company Inc. 
Mankato

Matt Coy, President  
Clean Plus Inc. 
West Concord

Jena Thompson, CEO  
Daisy Blue Naturals LLC 
Albert Lea

Al Clark, President 
Danville Signal Processing Inc. 
Cannon Falls 

Gary Noble, President  
DiaServe Inc. 
Blooming Prairie

Tom Dotray, President 
European Roasterie 
Le Center

Dennis Heimerman, President  
Metal Services Inc. 
Blooming Prairie

Dale Halgren, President  
Terra-Therm Inc. 
New Richland

Eric Kyllo, Vice President, Operations 
The Retrofit Companies Inc. 
Owatonna

Jim Troe, General Manager  
Pro Manufacturing 
Albert Lea 

Mark Karppi, Vice President 
Rochester Metalwerx 
Lake City

Ron Beltz, CEO  
JIT Companies 
Green Isle



This spring Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation 
launched the “Investors Club” for individual donors making a 
gift of $100 or more.  This new donor club was created espe-
cially for those who wish to support SMIF on a personal level.  

Barb and Phil Henoch, Rochester, responded with a $10,000 
matching challenge gift to help inspire more contributors.  
Phil, a former SMIF Board Chair and retired businessman  
from Rochester, knows the importance of SMIF’s efforts  
to create economic vitality in southern Minnesota.  

He explained, “I was fortunate to have a benefactor who  
believed in me and helped me get started in my business.  
That individual changed my life.”   The Henochs’ generosity  
will undoubtedly help others in southern Minnesota  
achieve their own success.  

Thank you Phil and Barbara for this inspiring gift!

What a Match!   
The Henochs Help Initiate 
SMIF's New Investors Club

   

General Endowment
Cornerstone Club ($25,000 - $49,999)
Lowell Andreas, Mankato

Benefactor’s Club ($10,000 - $24,999) 
Blue Earth County 
City of Faribault 
City of Mankato 
Olmsted County 
City of Rochester 

Patron’s Club ($5,000 - $9,999) 
Alliant Energy
Freeborn County 
Jerry and Patricia Papenfuss Family Fund, 	
	 Winona
Martin County 
City of Owatonna 
Tim Penny, Waseca
Albert Lea Port Authority 
Austin Port Authority 
Sibley County 

Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999) 
1st United Bank, (Faribault, Owatonna)
aba Water Systems Incorporated, Plainview
Brown County
Community Resource Bank, (Cannon Falls, 	
	 Northfield)
Bill & Katie Davis, Utica
Davisco Foods International Incorporated,  
	 Le Sueur
Dodge County
Eastwood Bank, (Eyota, Kasson, Rochester, 	
	 Rollingstone, St. Charles, Stewartville)
Blue Earth EDA 
Goodhue County EDA 
Le Center EDA 
Fillmore County 
FoldCraft Company, Kenyon
Goodhue County 
Granite Equity Partners LLC, Saint Cloud
Houston County 
Kato Engineering, Mankato
City of Lake Crystal 
City of Lanesboro 
Le Sueur County 
Merchants Bank, Winona
MN Elevator Incorporated, Mankato
Mower County 
City of New Ulm 
Nicollet County 
Osborn Medical Corporation, Utica
People’s Cooperative Services, Rochester
William D. Radichel Foundation, Minneapolis
Rice County 
Root River State Bank, Chatfield
Schwartz Farms Incorporated, Sleepy Eye
City of Sleepy Eye 

SPIRE Federal Credit Union, Roseville
State Bank of Faribault 
City of Stewartville 
Tony Downs Foods Company, Saint James
Wabasha County 
Waseca County 
Watonwan County 
White Rock Bank, (Bellechester, Cannon Falls, 	
	 Goodhue, Red Wing, White Rock)
Winona County 
City of Winona 
City of Winthrop 
City of Zumbrota 

Sponsor’s Club ($500 - $999) 
All American Foods Incorporated, Mankato
Mimi & Robert Carlson, Houston
Dan & Tami Christianson, Preston
New Prague EDA 
Truman EDA 
F & M Bank, Springfield
Farmers State Bank of Hartland 
Jody & Duane Feragen, Austin
Firmenich Incorporated, New Ulm
First Bank Blue Earth 
First National Bank of Le Center 
First State Bank MN, Le Roy
Freeborn Mower Cooperative Services,  
	 Albert Lea
Douglas Nelson and Cheri Olson, La Crescent
Pioneer Bank, Saint James
Red Wing Shoe Company Foundation 
City of Rushford 
Security State Bank, Spring Valley
City of Springfield 
Dr. Diane & Brad Twedell, Albert Lea
Steve & Julie Underdahl, Faribault
Valley Design Enterprises Incorporated, 		
	 Fountain

Contributors 
Altura State Bank 
City of Altura 
American Association of University Women, 	
	 Rochester
Americana Community Bank, Medford
Kirsten Aune & Herman Hormel, Rochester
Immanuel Bahlmann, Waseca
Bank Midwest, Fairmont
Dr. Lloyd Bartholomew, Rochester
Tom and Kathleen Berg, New Ulm
Andrew & Anne Biebl, New Ulm
Bird’s Eye Foods, Waseca
Pamela & Kevin Bishop, Glenville
Dan & Tammi Bonneur, Waseca
City of Bricelyn 
Byron and Cathy Bruce, Saint James
Jane and Mary Campion, Rochester
Lake Crystal Area Chamber of Commerce 

Dr. Borge Christensen, Rochester
Citizens State Bank of Hayfield 
City of Goodhue 
Reverend Ted and Kathy Colescott, Rochester
Brian & Dawn Conzemius, Lakeville
Crosstown Cartage Company, Owatonna
Linda Cruz Lares, Albert Lea
Custom Alarm/Custom Communications, 		
	 Rochester
Don’s Valley Foods Incorporated, Spring Valley
Neil & Susan Eckles, Blue Earth
Marjorie Edwards, Rochester
Essig Agency Incorporated, Spring Valley
Jill Evans & David Christensen, Mankato
Farmers State Bank of Trimont 
Buck and Joan Foot, Red Wing
Dr. Edward and Shirley Frederick, Waseca
Dr. Clifford Gastineau, Rochester
Tom & Susan Gebur, Owatonna
ERA-Gillespie Real Estate, Owatonna
Goodhue County Cooperative Electric, Zumbrota
Barbara Gunderson, Red Wing
Marcia & Jerry Haley, Waseca
Winston and Marge Hamersly, Glenville
Audrey Hammel, Owatonna
City of Hanska 
Harmony Enterprises Incorporated 
Jennifer Heien, Owatonna
Robert & Judy Hoffman, Waseca
City of Hokah 
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Holcomb, Rochester
HomeTown Credit Union, Owatonna
Meredith Johnson, Minneapolis
Carol & Reuben Kamper, Rochester
KMTelecom, Kasson
City of La Salle 
Lake Country Community Bank, (Faribault, 	
	 Morristown, Nerstrand)
Melissa & Ken Langer, Owatonna
Connie Lau, Owatonna
Dr. Don and Phyllis Layton, Rochester
Dr. Terrence and Loyal Leas, Albert Lea
Diane Lewis, Waseca
Janet & Doug Lundstrom, Owatonna
Suzy & Chris Meneguzzo, Owatonna
Mississippi Welders Supply Company Inc., 	
	 Winona
Jerry and Mary Monson Sr., Owatonna
Julie Muehlberg and Don Walvatne,  
	 Minneapolis
Al Mueller, New Ulm
Jack and Shirley Nelson, Rochester
Jennifer Nelson, Faribault
City of New Richland 
Olmsted National Bank, Rochester
Richard and Cindy O’Meara, Owatonna
Pace Dairy Foods Company, Rochester
ProBuild North LLC, Winona

Gary and Patricia Ray, Austin
Root River Hardwoods, Preston
RTP Company, Winona
Sylvia & Eugene Sarazen, Highlands Ranch, CO
Dr. Richard and JoAnn Sheldon, Rochester
Toni & Kirth Smith, Wabasha
Bonita & Rick Sommers, Waseca
Dr. Ralph and Naomi Spiekerman, Rochester
City of Spring Grove 
Teri & Pat Steckelberg, Owatonna
Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric, Owatonna
Chad Surprenant, Madison Lake
Kathi & Jeff Svoboda, New Richland
Tri-County Publishing Incorporated, Rushford
Michael P. & Margo Tuohy, Chatfield
Ruth Vortherms, Le Sueur
Stephen & Christi Waldhoff, Albert Lea
Bob Wallace, Fairmont
City of Waltham, Waltham
Vern and Patty White, Owatonna
Kenneth & Norma Wilcox, Owatonna
Gerald Woodley, New Ulm

Entrepreneur Fund 
An endowed fund designed to promote 
entrepreneurism

Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999) 
Akkerman Manufacturing Incorporated, 		
	 Brownsdale

Sponsor’s Club ($500 - $999) 
Blooming Prairie EDA 
Federated Rural Electric Association, Jackson
LarsonAllen, (Albert Lean, Austin, New Ulm, 	
	 Owatonna, Waseca)

Contributors 
City of Eitzen 
Don & Mary Louise Hayden, Kilkenny
Leigh Johnson, Rochester
Dave and Ina Keillor, Rochester
Ostrander Farmers Co-Op 

Youth Trust Fund 
An endowed fund supporting grants to early 
childhood  home visiting programs.

Sponsor’s Club ($500 - $999) 
Carol & Ben Cerney, Albert Lea

Contributors 
Rae Jean & Harlan Hansen, Blooming Prairie
Lee and Carol Himle, Spring Valley
Saint James Electric 
Treasure Island Resort & Casino, Red Wing

DEDICATION
donors

"Success is simple. Do 
what's right, the right 
way, at the right time."

Arnold H. Glasgow
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Donations of $100 or more made by individuals supporting the work of 
Southern MN Initiative Foundation.  The first $100 of each gift was matched 
by Phil and Barbara Henoch of Rochester, MN.

Andrew & Sheri Allen, Caledonia
Larry & Sonja Anderson, Frost
Immanuel Bahlmann, Waseca
Dr. Lloyd Bartholomew, Rochester
Tom & Kathleen Berg, New Ulm
Andrew & Anne Biebl, New Ulm
Dan & Tammi Bonneur, Waseca
Mildred Brodt, Fairmont
Bill Brown, Saint James
Jane & Mary Campion, Rochester
Mimi & Robert Carlson, Houston
Carol & Ben Cerney, Albert Lea
Dr. Borge Christensen, Rochester
Dan & Tami Christianson, Preston
Rev. Ted & Kathy Colescott,  
	 Rochester
Linda Cruz Lares, Albert Lea
Bill & Katie Davis, Utica
Elise Davis, Owatonna
Neil & Susan Eckles, Blue Earth
Marjorie Edwards, Rochester
Jill Evans, Mankato
Jody & Duane Feragen, Austin
Roger & Frances Field, Rochester
Buck & Joan Foot, Red Wing
Dave & Kathy Foreman, Rochester
Dr. Edward & Shirley Frederick,  
	 Waseca
Dr. Clifford & Patricia Gastineau,  
	 Rochester
Dr. Joseph & Josephine Gibilisco,  
	 Rochester
Winston & Marge Hamersly, Glenville
Rae Jean & Harlan Hansen,  
	 Blooming Prairie
Don & Mary Louise Hayden, Kilkenny
Jennifer Heien, Owatonna
Louise Hendricks, Fairmont
Phillip & Barbara Henoch, Rochester
Lee & Carol Himle, Spring Valley
Robert & Judy Hoffman, Waseca
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Holcomb, Rochester
Leigh Johnson, Rochester
Carol & Reuben Kamper, Rochester

Dave & Ina Keillor, Rochester
Gil Kraft, Rochester
David & Germaine Kropp, Fairmont
Leon & Rose Marie Lammers,  
	 Fairmont
Melissa & Ken Langer, Owatonna
Dr. Don & Phyllis Layton, Rochester
Dr. Terrence & Loyal Leas, Albert Lea
Tim & Nancy Lidstrom, Mankato
Harley & Irene Miller, Albert Lea
Jerry & Mary Monson Sr., Owatonna
Julie Muehlberg & Don Walvatne,  
	 Minneapolis
Jack & Shirley Nelson, Rochester
Jennifer Nelson, Faribault
Wayne & Sandra Oliver, La Crescent
Douglas Nelson & Cheri Olson,  
	 La Crescent
Richard & Cindy O’Meara, Owatonna
Anni & Tom O’Neill, Prior Lake
Tim Penny, Waseca
Gary & Patricia Ray, Austin
David & Nancy Runningen, Houston
Dr. Richard & JoAnn Sheldon,  
	 Rochester
Toni & Kirth Smith, Wabasha
Bonita & Rick Sommers, Waseca
Dr. Ralph & Naomi Spiekerman,  
	 Rochester
Donald & Nina Sudor, Rochester
Chad Surprenant, Madison Lake
Richard & Sherry Truman, Fairmont
James & Cheryl Tschumperlin,  
	 Fairmont
Michael P. & Margo Tuohy, Chatfield
Dr. Diane & Brad Twedell, Albert Lea
Steve & Julie Underdahl, Faribault
Ruth Vortherms, Le Sueur
Stephen & Christi Waldhoff,  
	 Albert Lea
Bob Wallace, Fairmont
Jean Whalen, Winona
Kenneth & Norma Wilcox, Owatonna
Gerald Woodley, New Ulm

Investors Club

Endowment



AmeriCorps 
Donations supporting SMIF’s AmeriCorp LEAP 
initiative

Allegiance Club ($50,000 +) 
ServeMinnesota, Minneapolis

Biobusiness 
Donations supporting SMIF biobusiness 
initiatives

Allegiance Club ($50,000 +) 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester

Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999) 
Peoples State Bank, Plainview

Sponsor’s Club ($500 - $999) 
Daisy Blue Naturals LLC, Albert Lea

Contributors 
LifeScience Alley, Minneapolis
MN Dept of Employment and Economic Dev., 	
	 Winona
Donald and Nina Sudor, Rochester

Business Recovery Fund 
Donations supporting the flood recovery effort 
in Fillmore County

Contributors 
Trendah Fund of Saint Paul Foundation,  
	 Saint Paul

Emerging Business 
Donations supporting SMIF business initiatives

Allegiance Club ($50,000 +) 
Small Business Administration (SBA) 

Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999) 
AgStar Financial Services, Apple Valley

Emerging Workforce 
Donations supporting SMIF workforce initiatives

Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999) 
F & M Community Bank, Preston

Early Childhood Initiative 
Donations supporting SMIF’s Early Childhood 
Initiative

Allegiance Club ($50,000 +) 
The Bush Foundation, Saint Paul
Capstone Publishers (value of books), Mankato
IBM Corporation (value of computers), 		
	 Rochester
McKnight Foundation, Minneapolis

Benefactor’s Club ($10,000 - $24,999) 
Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation, 	 
	 Minneapolis  

Patron’s Club ($5,000 - $9,999) 
Think Mutual Bank, Rochester

Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999) 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Houston
Innovance Incorporated, Albert Lea
Medica Foundation, Minneapolis
Multek Flexible Circuits Incorporated, Northfield
Otto Bremer Foundation, Saint Paul
Sheltering Arms Foundation, Minneapolis
Spring Grove Communications 

Sponsor’s Club ($500 - $999) 
Bank of Zumbrota 
Brown County Family Services
Fairmont Medical Center 
Kiwanis Club of Fairmont - Early Risers
Tim and Nancy Lidstrom, Mankato
River Bend Education District #6049, New Ulm
Saint James Rotary Club 
Rotary Works Foundation Incorporated,  
	 La Crosse, WI

Contributors 
3M Company, Fairmont
Andrew and Sheri Allen, Caledonia
Alliance Bank, New Ulm
Brian and Megan Ambrose, Sherburn
Avery Weigh-Tronix LLC, Fairmont
Kathryn & Kenneth Bergemann, Trimont
Norman Brudelie, Lewisville
James and Mary Lou Busta, Spring Grove
Gerald and Joan Engstrom, Saint James
Fairmont Exchange Club 

Fairmont Women of Today 
Farmers State Bank, Sherburn
Gaalswyk Brothers Trucking Incorporated, 	
	 Trimont
Thomas & Susan Gallagher, Fairmont
Dr. Joseph and Josephine Gibilisco, Rochester
Brian and Judy Hazel, Lanesboro
HickoryTech Corporation Foundation, Mankato
Larry and Sue Hunstad, New Ulm
Marjorie & Roy Jenkins, Saint James
Gil Kraft, Rochester
Leon and Rose Marie Lammers, Fairmont
Howard and Doris Meyer, New Ulm
Wayne and Sandra Oliver, La Crescent
Anni & Tom O’Neill, Prior Lake
Peterson-Anthony Insurance Agency Inc., 	
	 Trimont
Profinium Financial, (Fairmont, Owatonna, 	
	 Truman)
Rabbe Grain Company, Trimont
David and Nancy Runningen, Houston
Douglas and Laurel Rusert, Caledonia
Saint James Community Fund Incorporated
Sani-Brush Incorporated, Spring Grove
Mary Sheedy Kurcinka, Saint Paul
Shooting Star Native Seeds Incorporated,  
	 Spring Grove
State Bank Financial, La Crosse, WI
Truck Writers Incorporated, Blaine
Welcome State Bank 
Zaharia Family Funeral and Cremation, Truman

General Donors 

Allegiance Club ($50,000 +) 
Southwest Initiative Foundation, Hutchinson
The McKnight Foundation, Minneapolis 

Patron’s Club ($5,000 - $9,999) 
MN Housing Finance Agency, Saint Paul

Contributors 
KOWZ-AM Radio (advertising value), Owatonna

Picture It Painted 
Donations of paint to support community 
vitality 

Patron’s Club ($5,000 - $9,999) 
Valspar Corporation, Minneapolis

Southern MN Regional 
Competitiveness Project
Donations supporting the long term growth of 
Southern Minnesota’s economy 

Allegiance Club ($50,000 +) 
AgStar Financial Services, Apple Valley

Cornerstone Club ($25,000 - $49,999)
Blandin Foundation, Grand Rapids

Benefactor’s Club ($10,000 - $24,999) 
MN State Colleges and Universities, Saint Paul

Patron’s Club ($5,000 - $9,999) 
Alliant Energy  

Town Meeting Initiative 
Donations supporting SMIF’s community 
engagement program.

Allegiance Club ($50,000 +) 
Blandin Foundation, Grand Rapids

Cornerstone Club ($25,000 - $49,999) 
Community Experience Partnership,  
	 Rohnert Park, CA

Contributors 
Elise Davis, Owatonna

Le Sueur Community Foundation
Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999)
Linden Foundation, Quakertown, PA
Ruth Vortherms, Le Sueur

Contributors
Marlene Arndt, Le Sueur
Richard & Julane Budke, Le Sueur
The Employment Poole Inc, Le Sueur
Cari Gillie, Le Sueur
Arlys Graff, Le Sueur
William & Lorraine Herrmann, Le Sueur
Roger & Shirley Hespenheide, Le Sueur
David Johnson, Le Sueur
John & Janice Loewe, Le Sueur
Kristel Lynch, Le Center
Dalton & Rachel Meske, Le Sueur
Sharon Pinney, Le Sueur
George & Grace Pribyl, Le Sueur
Todd Redmann, Le Sueur
Sharon Ross, Le Sueur
Sandra Schmidt, Le Sueur
Mary Scott Riviere, Le Sueur
Scott’s Helicopter Service Inc, Le Sueur
R & M Steiger, Le Sueur
TDJ Inc, Le Sueur
Dr Vern Trombley, Le Sueur
Marian & James Volling, Le Sueur
Anthony & Alison Zwart, Le Sueur

Madison Lake Community  
Foundation
Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999)
City of Madison Lake

Mapleton Community Foundation
Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999)
Mapleton Chamber of Commerce, Mapleton

Maple River AAA
Contributors
Mary Duncanson, Mapleton

Mabel Community Foundation
Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999)
Bank of the West, Mabel

Contributors 
Leann Wickett, Mabel

Plainview Community Foundation  
Benefactor’s Club ($10,000 - $24,999)
Ferman Lanning, Plainview

Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999)
Peoples State Bank, Plainview

Sponsor’s Club ($500 - $999) 
James Pederson, Plainview

Contributors 
Lennie & Lori Holst, Plainview
Michael & Holly Holst, Millville
Michael & Joanie Lyons, Plainview
Richard Sawyer, Plainview
Jim & Connie Smith, Plainview
Greg & Diane Speedling, Plainview
Todd & Susan Suckow, Elgin
Marie Zabel, Plainview

Preston Area Community  
Foundation
Benefactor’s Club ($10,000 - $24,999)  
F & M Bank, Preston

Patron’s Club ($5,000 - $9,999)
Susan Haugerud, Preston
David A. Joerg, Preston

Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999)
Evelyn Christianson, Preston
Ron & Lana Gehling, Preston
Mensink Farms (Dave & Tracie), Preston

Sponsor’s Club ($500 - 999) 
Dan & Tami Christianson, Preston
Country Trails Inn & Suites, Preston
Wayne & Donna Dreier, Preston
Jon & Lynn Haugan, Preston
Gary & Joyce Hellickson, Preston
Philip J. McElroy, Preston
Craig & Pam Mensink, Preston
Dean & Cheryl Schumacher, Preston

Contributors  
Amos Anderson, Preston
David & Elizabeth Anderson, Preston
Kiel & Kristi Anderson, Preston
Aug & Hellickson (C&G), Preston
Charles & Vonnie Aug, Preston
Andrew & Kren Bahl, Preston
Duane & Angel Bakke, Preston
Donald & Wenonah Berkland, Preston
Andy & Anita Bisek, Preston
Nancy Bjorklund, Preston
Carole Bond, Preston
Gene & Carole Bond, Preston
Branding Iron, Preston
Tim Bremseth, Preston
Phillip & Marsha Brouillet, Preston
C&G Properties, Preston
Chuck Knies Estate, Preston
Sheila Craig, Preston
Merrily Dale, Preston
Christine W. DeVries, Preston
F & M Bank Staff, Preston
Donna Gartner, Preston
Jery & Nancy Gartner, Preston
Rick & Sue Grooters, Preston
Muriel Hanson, Preston
Neil & Helen Haugerud, Preston
Eloise Hoff, Preston
Joseph Hoffman, Preston
Dave & Cynthia Hokenson, Preston
Rita Kramer Joerg, Preston
Jim Keune, Preston
KFIL, Preston
Dwight & Amy Luhmann, Preston
Erlyn & Sandy Marzolf, Preston
Joseph Meighen, Preston
Heath & Jean Mensink, Preston
Mensink Farms, Preston
Mensink Landscaping, Preston
Kevin Ostern, Preston
Preston Historical Society, Preston
Donald & Betty Riehl, Preston
Janeane Roessler, Preston
Root River Vet Center, Preston
Dave & Sandy Rye, Preston
Scheevel & Sons, Inc., Preston
Karen Schmidt, Preston 2524

Program Funds

"I know the price of success:  

dedication, hard work, and an unremitting  

devotion to the things you want to see happen." 
Frank Lloyd Wright

Community Foundations
SMIF is the fiscal agent for the following  Community Foundations

Michael & Sandra Schmidt, Preston
Mike & Sandy Schmidt, Preston
Dean Schumacher, Preston
Mike & Deb Schwarz, Preston
Lyle & Joyce Simonson, Preston
Maxine Simonson, Preston
Kerry Soiney, Preston
David & Rita Wilson, Preston

Rushford Community Foundation
Cornerstone Club ($25,000 - $49,999)  
Arlin Falck Foundation, Caledonia
Bethany Reformed Church, Clara City
City of Rushford
State of Minnesota, Saint Paul
United Way SE MN Flood Recovery Fund, 
Rochester

Benefactor’s Club ($10,000 - $24,999)  
Dare L White Foundation, Winona
Rushford Community Chest
United Way of the Greater Winona Area

Patron’s Club ($5,000 - $9,999)
Lions Club, Rushford
Rushford Lutheran Church
Greater Twin Cities United Way, Minneapolis

Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999)  
Ace Communications Group, Houston
Gail & Arne Barnard-Boyum, Peterson
Benilde St. Margaret Catholic High School
BKC Construction Services, Elgin
Robert & Bettie Lou Bunke, Rushford
Kyle & Angela Colbenson, Rushford
Duane & Sonja Cook, Rushford
Dahl’s Auto Works, Rushford
Darr Auctions & Realty LLC, Rushford
Elizabeth Callendar King Foundation, Winona
Brad & Debra Erickson, Rushford
F & M Community Bank, Preston
First Congregational Church, Winona
Good Earth Village, Spring Valley
Robert Hanson, Rushford
David & Lynn Hinz, Rushford
Gary & Susan Hoff, Rushford
Bradley & Betsey Hoiness, Rushford
Jim & Gayle Hoiness, Rushford
The John Knox Presbytery, Richland Center, WI
Delaine Kjos, Rushford
Donald Kjos, Rushford
Jerome &  Shannon Kopperud, Rushford
John & Srunya Linder, Rushford
Dennis & Cherie McRaven, Rushford
John Nitecki, Rushford
Ted & Wanda Olson, Lewiston
Ole & Helen Overboe, Rushford
Larry & Barbara Overland, Rushford
Dennis & Ruth Peterson, Rushford
Andy & Jenny Prinsen, Rushford
Jim & Michele Roberton, Rushford
Ted Roberton, Rushford
Rushford State Bank, Rushford
Dennis & Theresa Rutgers, Rushford
Saint Mary’s University of MN, Winona
Ken & Marsha Sawle, Rushford
David Schober, Forest Hills, NY
SEMCAC, Rushford
Forrest & Marjorie Smith, Rushford
Spring Valley Ministerial Association
East Fillmore County of Thrivent Financial, 	
	 Lewiston

Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Rushford
Tri-County Publishing Incorporated, Rushford
Trikay Realty, Rushford
Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran Church & School, 	
	 Eagan
Women of the Moose, Albert Lea

Sponsor’s Club ($500 - $999)  
Keith & Catherine Baker, Lanesboro
David & Kathy Bissen, Minneapolis
Charles & Sharon Ehler, Rushford
Jack & Bessie Fiterman Foundation, New Hope
Darrel & Ellen Highum, Rushford
ISD #2198 - Fillmore Central, Preston
Fern Sveen & Linda Johnson, Lanesboro
MN Community Foundation, St. Paul
Theresa Munson, Rushford
Lisa Nitecki, Rushford
James & Bonita Norstad, Rushford
Pioneer Hi-Bred International Incorporated, 	
	 Johnston, IA
Anne Roberton, Rushford
Rushford Dental LLC
Anne Spartz, Rushford
Burton & Nancy Svendsen, Rushford
St. Peter Area Chapter of Thrivent Financial for 	
	 Lutherans

Contributors
Aetna Foundation, Princeton, NJ
Arne & Adeline Agrimson, Peterson
Duane & Shirley Agrimson, Peterson
Harriet Agrimson, Rushford
Keith & Jo Anne Agrimson, Utica
Mike & Kristi Agrimson, Peterson
Russell & Lois Agrimson, Saint Paul
Stephen & Lanita Agrimson, Peterson
M.J. Allen, Rochester
American Family Insurance, Rushford
American Legion, Rushford
David & Marsha Anderson, Rochester
James & Dawn Anderson, Blaine
Joanne Anderson, Rushford
Jon & Tonya Anderson, Rushford
Marilyn Anderson, Rushford
Paul & Faith Anderson, Rushford
Scott & Laurie Anderson, Rushford
Stanley & Debra Anderson, Fergus Falls
Steven & Lisa Anderson, Peterson
David & Janelle Ansell, Rushford
Arendahl Lutheran Church, Peterson
Freddie & Virginia Arnold, Rushford
Marion Aschom, Rushford
Associated Bank, Rushford
Joanne Aug, Preston
Perlum & Nina Austin, Rushford
Richard Bains, Rushford
Todd & Deann Baker, Rushford
Alvin & La Verne Bakke, Rushford
Glen & Karen Bakken, Rushford
Lois Bakken, Rushford
Timothy & Jamie Ballowe, Ottawa, IL
Don & Heidi Banks, Rushford
Mark Barber & Patricia Calton, Rushford
Scott Barnard, Waconia
Larry & Ann Bartelson, Rushford
Brian & Rhonda Bauer, Rushford
Sarah Bearbower, Rushford
Ralph & Carol Beastrom, Harmony
Judi Becker, Rushford
Thomas & Christine Bedney, Byron



Alma Benson, Rushford
Beverly Benson, Houston
Jacob Benson, Rushford
Llewellyn & Nancy Benson, Rushford
Randy Benson, Peterson
Terri Benson, Saint Paul
Dorothy Benston, Olympia, WA
Sonja Benston, Lanesboro
Barbara Berg, Decorah, IA
Derek Berg, Rushford
Richard & Linda Berg, Rushford
Brett & Brenda Bergan, Peterson
Lois Berge, Lanesboro
Sharyl & Daryl Bergen, Peterson
J.H. & Elizabeth Bergert, Rochester
Dr. Richard & Sheryl Bergstrom, Fremont, NE
Bernadotte Lutheran Church, Lafayette
Glen & Kaye Bernard, Rushford
J Scott & Shari Bestul, Lewiston
Jo Bestul, Rushford
Anthony & Tanya Betthauser, Rushford
Robert Bieberdorf, Rushford
Peter & Lyn Bissen, Caledonia
Terry & Susan Blagsvedt, Rushford
Shirley Bochman, Springfield, SD
Charles & Marilyn Boehmke, Rushford
Jeffrey & Karin Boehmke, Rushford
Maxine Boehmke, Rushford
Timothy & Janel Bohanon, Rushford
Dan & Debra Book, Peterson
Deborah & Jerry Botcher, Houston
Douglas & Marie Botcher, Rushford
Karrol & Olive Boyum, Rushford
Marlow & Beverly Boyum, Rushford
Terry & Renae Boyum, Rushford
Joseph & Gail Bradley, Dickson, TN
Anthony & Dorothy Brama, Lakeville
Brand Farms Inc, Peterson
David & Andrea Brand, Rushford
Rhonda Brand, Rushford
Robert & Paula Brand, Peterson
Jonathan Spitzer & Allison Brang, Rushford
Braun Intertec Corporation, Minneapolis
R.A. & Jean Breitenbach, Spring Grove
Steven & Paula Bremer, Prairie Du Sac, WI
Ronald & Evelyn Bremseth, Rushford
Arlyn & Margie Brevig, Rushford
Diane Bronk, Winona
Randall & Jody Bronk, Rushford
Arthur & Jeanette Brown, Rushford
David & Rachel Brown, Winona
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brown, Rushford Village
Steven & Teresa Brown, Rushford
John & Debra Bruihler, Rushford
Mavis Brunsvold, Harmony
Lorenz & Christine Buchanan, Rushford
Brent & Lorelei Bunke, Rushford
Patty Bunke, Rushford
Scott & Kathryn Bunke, Saint Charles
James Burke, Saint Paul
Jennifer Burroughs, Rushford
Charles Busse, Worthington
Cynthia Byer, Peterson
Bruce & Rhonda Carlson, Rushford
Cindy Carlson, Rushford
Blake & Teri Carrier, Dover
Mary Ann & Marlin Carrier, Rushford
Cedar Valley Farm, Lanesboro
Deanna Chasteen, Eden Prairie
Chiglo Law Office, Houston
Vincent & Donna Ciangiola, Rushford
David & Kirsten Clark, Onalaska, WI
Joy Clark, Austin
Lori & David Clobes, Peterson

Craig & Nancy Colbenson, Rushford
Henry & Jeannette Colbenson, Rushford
Marcia Colbenson, Rushford
Samantha Colbenson, Rushford
Keith & Marilyn Connaughty, Lanesboro
Kerry & Susan Connaughty, Rushford
Eric Corson, Preston
Tracy & Dana Coulter, Rushford
Country Comfort LLC, Barron, WI
Jeremy & Kristine Cox, Houston
Barbara Culhane, Rushford
Jim & LuAnn Culhane, Rushford
Steven & Karen Culhane, Rushford
Jason & Molly Dahl, Rushford
Jeanette Dahl, Peterson
Justin & Christy Dahmen, Rushford
Bruce & Tina Darr, Rushford
Dennie & Shirley Darr, Rushford
Nancy Darr, Rushford
Jeffrey & Louane Davidson, Mabel
Maryellen Dean, Rushford
Jerry Deming, Rushford
Barbara Dodson, Groesbeck, TX
Ann Marie Dolalie, Rushford
Double Electric LLC, Peterson
Rollie & Jo Ann Dubbs, Rushford
James Duffy, Houston
Duane & Kristine Duneman, Rushford
Anthony Dunker, Rushford
Michael & Patricia Ebner, Rushford
Wendy Ebner, Rushford
Arnie & Charlene Egge, Peterson
Bruce & Jocelynn Eggert, Rushford
Karen Eich, Rushford
Christopher & Vicki Eide, Rushford
Benjamin & Holly Ekern, Peterson
Kristin Ekern, Rushford
Michele Ekern, Rushford
Roger Ekern, Rushford Village
Gary & Norma Elliott, Rushford
Patrick & Patricia Ellringer, Saint Charles
Kalene Engel, Fountain City, WI
Paul & Jeanneen Engrav, Rushford
Peter & Mary Anne Enns, Rushford
John Epperly, Champlin
Daniel & Desiree Erickson, Rushford
Darrell Erickson, Rushford
Evavold & Rutgers Law Office LLC, Rushford
Dale Evavold, Rushford
Sharon Evavold, Rushford
Helen Evenson, Rushford
Merle & Bette Evenson, Rushford
Wayne & Rita Exe, Rushford
Glenn Farone, Rushford
Ardel & Gert Feine, Rushford
Christopher & Jennifer Feine, Peterson
Cory & Melissa Feine, Rushford
Kay Feine, Inver Grove Height
Lynn & Calvin Feine, Stewartville
Wayne & Jeanne Feldmeier, Houston
Kevin & Amanda Fenske, Rushford
Richard & Patricia Fogal, Rushford
Forget Me Not Floral & Gift, Rushford
Curtis & Doris Fox, Peterson
Valora & Thomas Frisby, Rushford
Philip & Valencia Gaddis, Rushford
Elene Gaskin, Rushford
Lawrence & Bernice Gathje, Peterson
Dennis & Marian Gavin, Caledonia
Russell & Mary Lou Gerard, Spring Grove
Karrol & Diane Gielow, Rushford
Stanley & Diane Gierhan, Dakota
Bert & Barbara Gile, Winona
Hugh & Evelyn Gleason, Saratoga, CA
Chad Gordinier, Rushford

Frank & Sandra Gowin, Rushford
Noelle Graham, Rushford
Lillian Gravos, Rushford
Ashlee Gray, Winona
Daniel & Mary Jo Grimsrud, Rushford
Jerry & Diane Grover, Rushford
Courtney Gudmundson, Lanesboro, WI
David & Christine Gudmundson, Lanesboro
Karroll & Laura Gudmundson, Lanesboro
Gundersen Lutheran Health System, La Crosse
Clifford & Dianne Hallum, Rushford
Milton & Kathy Hallum, Lanesboro
Merlin & Norma Halverson, Rushford
Michael & Jill Halverson, Rushford
Jean Halvorson, Lanesboro
Michaell Hammel, Rushford
Christopher & Laurie Hammell, Rushford
Craig & Sara Hanson, Rushford
Craig & Vickie Hanson, Peterson
Steve & Erin Hanson, Rushford
Maureen Hantge, Hutchinson
Valerie & Wayne Hasleiet, Rushford
Phyllis Hatleli, Rushford
Carol Hatlevig, Houston
Irene Hatlevig, Rushford
David Hauge, Winona
Dawn Hauge, Winona
Roger Hegland, Peterson
Allen & Debra Heiden, Rushford
Anthony & Jessica Heiden, Rushford
Kerry & Faye Heiden, Rushford
Laura Heiden, Saint Paul
Helga Heise, Winona
Tim & Laurie Helgemoe, Utica
Lavaughn Helleland, Rushford
Leon & Beverly Helleland, Rushford
Erik & Jennifer Hellie, Amery, WI
Jonathan & Jennifer Hengel, Rushford
Jodell Henry, Rushford
Neta Highum, Peterson
Ruby Highum, Rushford
Carroll & Corrine Hill, Winona
Dorothy Himlie, Rushford
Ross & Fay Himlie, Rushford
Harold & Cheryl Hintzman, Rushford
Margaret Hinz, Seymour, WI
John & Jackie Hoegh, Houston
Hoff Funeral Home Inc, Rushford
Rodney & Lou Jean Hoff, Rushford
Elizabeth Hoiland, Rushford
Phillip & Mary Hoiland, Rushford
Cheryl & Kent Holen, Houston
Jeff & Susan Holien, Peterson
Karla Holland, Rushford
Harold & Denise Honken, Nicollet
Michael & Robin Honken, Rushford
Deanna Norby & Mark Honsey, Rushford
Richard & Sharon Howe, Rushford
Mark & Debi Huinken, Saint Ansgar, IA
Cortland & Laurel Humble, Rushford
LeRoy & Janet Humble, Rushford
Arlenn & Amy Hundorf, Rushford
George & Kathryn Ingram, Rushford
Ivan Stringer Post 164, Stewartville
Jacobson Dozing & Shale, Rushford
Scott & Christi James, Byron
Merlin & Lila Jameson, Rushford
Mike Jeresek, Rushford
Jim Atkinson Construction, Peterson
John & Michelle Johanson, Rushford
Ardath Johnson, Mabel
Barry & Kathleen Johnson, Rushford
Bradley & Bonnie Johnson, Rushford
Darrin & Melissa Johnson, Rushford
Delaine Johnson, Rushford
Douglas & Linda Johnson, Lanesboro
James Johnson, Rushford

James & Marlys Johnson, Rushford
Kelcie Johnson, Peterson
LeRoy & Carol Johnson, Peterson
Lyle & Peggy Johnson, Rushford
Ricky & Barbara Johnson, Rushford
Robbie Johnson, Rushford
Tanya Johnson, Rushford
Tim & Kari Johnson, Peterson
Steven & Janine Johnston, Rushford
Wendy Kay Jonsgaard, Rushford
Phyllis Jorde, Rushford
K & A Coatings LLC, Rushford
John & Mary Kahoun, Rushford
David Kasper, Rushford
Susan Keel, Rochester
Melissa & David Keenan, Peterson
Tristan Keiper, Winona
Chad & Kathy Kendhammer, La Crosse, WI
Charles & Diane Kernler, Altura
Paul & Mary King Hoff, Stillwater
Kara Kingsley, Rushford
Ken & Carol Kingsley, Peterson
Teresa Kingsley, Brownsdale
Granville & Lorraine Kjos, Rushford
Raymond & Ada Kjos, Rushford
Ronald Kjos, Riverside, CA
Arthur & Eline Kleist, Rushford
Kerry Klungtvedt, Rushford
Kevin & Debra Klungtvedt, Rushford
David J Knutson, Preston
Heidi Koeller, Onalaska, WI
Duane & Susan Koenen, Rushford
Justine Koenen, Rushford
Orley & Eileen Koljord, Lanesboro
Glen & Letitia Kopperud, Rushford
Thomas & Wanda Kopperud, Rushford
Leighton & Joan Kragness, Rushford
Jean & Brian Krambeer, Rushford
David & Laurie Kruse, Cannon Falls
Dale & Linda Kukowski, Winona
Kwik Trip Incorporated, La Crosse, WI
Joann Lafayette, Fergus Falls
Sue Landowski, Lewiston
Pernella Landsverk, Rushford
Dan & Heather Larson, Rushford
Rose Ann Laumb, Rushford
Gene Lawston, Rushford
Linda Lea, Rushford
Scott & Lisa Ledebuhr, Rushford
Alice Lee, Peterson
Shawn & Heidi Lee, Lewiston
Steven & Joan Lee, Rushford
Dan & Kris Leisen, Rushford
Lucille Lemke, Caledonia
R.R. & Connie Leonard, Poynette, WI
Robert Libera, Winona
Rebecca Halverson-Lind & Douglas Lind, 		
	 Rushford
Linda Horihan Incorporated, Rushford
Hazel Linder, Stillwater
Joy Linder, Stillwater
Lone Oak Farm, Rushford
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Maple Grove
Joel & Kristin Luhmann, Rushford
Merlin & Carol Lukkason, Rushford
Paul & Dorothy Magaard, Rushford
John & Kari Magin, Rushford
John & Susan Magnuson, Rushford
Christopher & Michelle Malone, Rushford
Sharon Manley, Rushford
Daniel Mann, Rushford
David & Brenda Markegard, Peterson
David & Margo Marzolf, Preston
Patricia Mason, Winona
P.J. McAllister, La Crescent
Shane & April McBroom, Chatfield
Marlys McCluskey, Rushford

Steven & Beth McDonald, Rushford
Thomas & Sharon McDonald, Saint Michael
Debora McNish, Houston
Justin & Louise McProud, Winona
Virgil & Helen Mehus, Rushford
Tammy Mensink, Rushford
Joel & Dawn Menuey, Dexter
Leah Merchlewitz, Rushford
Roger & Ramona Metz, Rushford
Darin & Sarah Meyer, Rushford
Don Meyer, Rushford
Wesley & Sarah Meyer, Rushford
Alan Meyerdirk, Spirit Lake, IA
Roger & Judy Michaelson, Rushford
Jeffrey & Shari Michel, Peterson
Carol Mierau, Rushford
Charles & Karen Mierau, Rushford
Kim Mierau, Rushford
Larry & Jane Mierau, Rushford
Carl & Charla Miertschin, Rushford
Andrea Miller, Saint Cloud
Mark & Jennifer Miller, Rushford
Sarah Millie, Rushford
Preston-Harmony Ministerial Association, 	
	 Harmony
Michael & Barbara Moriarity, Rushford
Barb Morrison, Peterson
Edith & Charles Mueller, Rushford
Jason & Amy Murphy, Kasson
Vernon & Gladys Myers, Rushford
Luther Myhro, Rushford
Mystic Star Lodge 69, Rushford
Darrell & Beth Nelson, Lanesboro
Dr. Richard & Karen Nelson, Rushford
Lyle & Pat Nelson, Rushford
Tammy Nelson, Rushford
Norman’s Electric Service Inc, Rushford
Norsland Lefse, Rushford
Helen Novlan, Rushford
Sandra Nunnally, Ashland, VA
Dorothy O’Donnell, Rushford
Julie O’Donnell, Rushford
Mike & Virginia O’Hare, Lansing, IA
Tim & Brenda O’Hare, Rushford
Charles & Ruby Oian, Winona
Toni Oian, Rushford
Cindy & Kevin O’Laughlin, Rushford
Daniel & Peggy Olson, Lewiston
David & Susan Olson, Lewiston
Mark Olson, Peterson
Michelle Olson, Lanesboro
Robert & Audrey Olson, Utica
Roger & Karen Olson, Bloomington
Dwayne & Mona Ostrem, Peterson
Norman Overland, Rushford
Pam’s Corner Convenience, Rushford
Jerry Papenfuss, Winona
Gordon & Darlene Paulson, Houston
Milford & Linda Paulson, Rushford
Steve & Sharon Paulson, Peterson
Dagan & Crystal Payne, Rushford
Terry & Lori Pelzl, Rushford
Arlyss Peterson, Peterson
Jason & Michele Peterson, Fountain
Jon & Lori Peterson, Peterson
Lucille Peterson, Rushford
Jonathan & Dorothy Pettit, Rushford
Sylvia & David Pflughoeft, Houston
William & Betty Pich, Rushford
Charles & Diana Poppe, Rushford
Priscilla Club, Rushford
Cecille Rasmussen, Northfield
Channon Rasmussen, Rushford
Cheryl Rasmussen, Lewiston
Dale & Sandra Rasmussen, Rushford
Jason & Jill Rasmussen, Rushford
Jeffrey & Grace Rasmussen, Rushford

Margaret Redalen, Rushford
Steve Redalen, Rushford
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Alden
James & Mary Reinhardt, Rushford
Lawrence & Rill Reuter, Winona
Timothy & Molly Rislov, Rushford
Jack & Sheila Rislove, Rushford
James & Kriste Rislove, Peterson
Renata Rislow, Lewiston
Terry & Paula Ritter, Lewiston
Riverstar Inc, Winona
Chris Robison, Rushford
Clayton & Marlys Roelofs, Rushford
Root River Community Church, Rushford
R-P Elementary Enrichment Fund, Rushford
Bryan Ruberg, Rushford
Rick & Debra Ruberg, Rushford
Sandra Rumstick, Rushford
Francis & Rhonda Runkel, Rushford
Rush Foods Incorporated dba Rushford Foods 
Rushford Area Historical Society
Rushford Chiropractic Clinic Incorporated
Gary & Nancy Rustad, Rushford
Maynard & Sharon Rustad, Rushford
Myron & Patricia Rutgers, Jamestown, ND
Theresa Rutgers, Rushford
Doreen Ryan, Rochester
Wayne Rye, Rushford
Linda Sand, Rushford
Delores Sande, Rochester
Rev. James & Tara Scaife, Rushford
Michael & Lisa Scheel, Cochrane
Neal & Jodi Schilling, Altura, WI
Troy & Carrie Schiltz, Rushford
Myron Schober, Rushford
Myron & Darlene Schober, Rushford
Crystal Schroeder, Rushford
Frank & Dorothy Schryner, Van Buren, MO
James & Beth Schueler, Rushford
Margaret Schueler, Rushford
Nicole Schueler, Peterson
John & Jennifer Schwartz, Mankato
Deya & Timothy Schwendinger, Rushford
Jacob & Loretta Semmen, Lanesboro
Tami Sheff, Rushford
Albert Lea Shrine Club, Albert Lea
Frank & Joanne Sievers, Lake City
Lisa & Erik Sievers, Rushford
Troy & Tina Sievers, Plainview
Wayne & Diane Sievers, Fallbrook, CA
William Sievers, Cochrane, WI
Travis & Jodi Skalet, Rushford
Troy & Audra Skalet, Rushford
Patrick & Jennifer Skiba, North Branch
Debra & Gregory Smith, Rushford
Dennis & Kathy Smith, Jordan
Jeremiah & Kelly Jo Smith, Rushford
Larry & Carol Smith, Dorchester, IA
Richard & Rosella Smith, Emery, SD
Catherine Sorom, Rushford
South Shore Trinity Lutheran, Saint Paul
St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Mascoutah, IL
Russell & Sheryl Stadtmueller, Peterson
Dr. Robert & Diane Starzak, Oak Park, CA
Gary & Kristine Stennes, Rushford
Melissa Stennes, Rushford
Patricia Stennes, Rushford
Ronald & Martha Stensgard, Rushford
Joel & Joy Stevens, Rushford
A & L Stier, Grand Meadow
Bradley & Melanie Stiever, Rushford
Eric & Rebecca Stocker, Peterson
Ruth Stoyke, Pepin, WI
Leonard & Elizabeth Strapp, Peterson
Stumpy’s Restaurant Incorporated, Rushford
Elmer & Renette Tarras, Rushford
Scott & Brandee Tarras, Rushford 2726

Judi Tekautz, Rushford
Jeremy & Brenda Tesch, Rushford
Bruce & Teresa Tester, West Fargo, ND
Elizabeth & Paul Theede, Rushford
Scott & Brenda Thelen, Rushford
Therapy Network Inc, Winona
Thern Incorporated, Winona
Samuel & Jessica Thesing, Winona
Bev Thibodeau, Trempealeau, WI
Thomas & Virginia Thilmany, Rushford
Davin & Erin Thompson, Rushford
Eric & Jane Thompson, Rushford
Lyle & Karen Thompson, Peterson
Maynard & Sandra Thompson, Peterson
Michael Thompson, Houston
Mitchell & Dana Thompson, Rushford
Rodney & Patricia Thompson, Mabel
Susan Thompson, Peterson
Steven & Karry Thorson, La Crescent
Randy & Wendy Todd, Rushford
Alan & Rebecca Tolzman, La Crescent
Lynn Toomey, Rushford
Ricky & Nina Torkelson, Rushford
Town & Country Club, Rushford
Angela Trejo, Rushford
Donna Trester, Rushford
Richard Tucker, Lewiston
Darrol & Darlene Tudahl, Rushford
Stephanie Tudahl, Peterson
Nathan & Dawn Ulmen, Houston
Lois Ulrich, Rushford
United Way of Olmsted County
Timothy & Beadrin Urista, Peterson
Valley Crest Riders Inc, Rushford
Valley Design Enterprises Incorporated, 		
	 Fountain
Gail & Janette Vande Zande, Rushford
Stanley & Alta Mae Veir, Rushford
Phillip & Jami Vergin, Plymouth
Eric & Cindy Vitse, Rushford
Nathan & June Vitse, Rushford
Chad & Deann Vix, Rushford
Cheri & Dayn Vix, Rushford
Craig & Diane Vogen, Rushford
Lisa Vogen, Rushford
Gary & Kathryn Wade, Rushford
Kelly Wagner, Hopkins
Ronald & Janet Warnes, Rushford
Washington Mutual Employee Giving Program, 	
	 Princeton
Arlene Wenzel, Rushford
David & Solveig Westgard, Rochester
Mark & Molly Wieser, Rushford
Keith & Jessica Wilcenski, Rushford
Karen Wilkemeyer, Rushford
Robert & Ardis Willcox, Rushford
Kipp & Amy Williamson, Dakota
Carol Wilson, Rushford
Winona Health
Thomas & Vicky Witt, Rushford
Debra Wessel Wittenberg, Winona
Suzanne Wobig, Rushford
Paul & Sally Wolfe, Winona
Jim Wolter, Rushford
Women’s Fellowship First Congregational 	
	 Church, Rushford
Jennifer Wood, Peterson
Christopher & Amy Woodard, Houston
Glenn Woxland, Rushford
Dorothy Wunderlich, Lewiston
Nathon & Tammy York, Mabel
Bill & Nancy Young, Garner, IA
Ronald & Susan Young, Rochester
Kathy Zacher, Rushford
Jean Zakrzewski, Winona
Ronald Zeches, Cochrane, WI
Susan Zeigler, Rochester

Joshua & Karen Zibrowski, Rushford
Allen & Brenda Ziebell, Lewiston

Wanamingo Community  
Foundation
Leader’s Club ($1,000 - $4,999) 
Brian Johnson, Wanamingo
Wanamingo Firefighters Relief Association
City of Wanamingo

Sponsor’s Club ($500 - $999)  
Kenyon Snowdrifters Inc, Kenyon
Knights Booster Club, Wanamingo
Larry Van De Walker, Wanamingo
Wanamingo Jacks, Zumbrota

Contributors
Connie Anderson, Wanamingo
Glennis & Charlene Anfinson, Wanamingo
Edward Axelson, Wanamingo
Larry & Scott Axelson, Wanamingo
Dean & Sherri Baker, Wanamingo
Gary & Vanice Bakko, Wanamingo
Bill & Suzanne Bathen, Wanamingo
Ron Berg, Wanamingo
Mr & Mrs Elroy Beulke, Wanamingo
Darwin Beyer, Wanamingo
Steve & Linda Brehmer, Wanamingo
 Cornerstone Properties, Wanamingo
Jeff Davidson, Kenyon
Gregg & Deb Erickson, Wanamingo
Avis Erlanson, Wanamingo
Ralph & Phyllis Forss, Zumbrota
Edward & Linnae Glestad, Wanamingo
GMI Insurance, Wanamingo
Larry & Joan Grove, Wanamingo
Brian & Holli Gudknecht, Wanamingo
Harry’s Motorcoach Tours Inc., Wanamingo
Kristine & Richard Hertsgaard Kincaid, Kenyon
Cathay & Grant Hoven, Wanamingo
Rex Welch & Alicia Hunt-Welch, Wanamingo
Bruce & Lisa Johnson, Kenyon
Lester Johnson, Wanamingo
Trevor & Colleen Johnson, Kenyon
Curtis Haller & C.L. Jorgensen, Sun City West, AZ
John & Helen Kvittem, Wanamingo
Brent & Tina Leininger, Wanamingo
Cynthia & William Lewis, Kenyon
Richard & Marlys Loken, Wanamingo
Jon & Laurie Lubahn, Wanamingo
Mardella Stam & RoxAnn Lunde, Wanamingo
Laurie Musselman, Wanamingo
Kari Nystuen, Kenyon
Franklin D Peterson, Kenyon
David & Monica Radloff, Wanamingo
Brian Radtke, Wanamingo
Paul & Jean Rugg, Wanamingo
Josh & Calie Schaefer, Wanamingo
Norman & Marie Schaefer, Wanamingo
Alvin & Murial Steberg, Zumbrota
Kelly Steberg, Wanamingo
Arland & Thelma Sundry, Wanamingo
James & Sandra Sviggum, Dennison
Henry & Verniel Swiggum, Cannon Falls
Kathleen Theel, Wanamingo
Angela & Thomas Trelstad, Wanamingo
John & Marilyn Vangsness, Wanamingo
Milbert & Dorothy Walker, Wanamingo
William & Lynn Yunker, Nerstrand

The list of donors is compiled by SMIF staff.   
Every effort has been made to ensure that this 
list is accurate and complete. If we have omitted, 
misspelled, or otherwise improperly reported 
your name, please accept our apologies and  
contact us at 507-455-3215.

Rushford Community Foundation — Contributors Continued



				    FY09	 FY08
ASSETS	 						    
Cash				    1,737,538	 1,894,611
Investments	 21,100,485	 25,742,161
Pledges Receivable	 2,299,824	 4,439,998 
Grants Receivable	 84,415	 205,047 
Interest Receivable, Loans	 33,878	 24,349 
Prepaid Expenses	 14,578	 17,857	  
Loans Receivable	 3,801,910	 3,876,935
Property and Equipment	 648,396	 674,821
							     
	 TOTAL ASSETS	  29,721,024 	 36,875,779
							     
LIABILITIES and FUND BALANCES						    
	
LIABILITIES	 				  
	 Accounts Payable	 8,878	 47,440
	 Accrued expenses	 124,120	 149,687
	 Designated Fund Liability	 45,585	 56,827
	 Grants Payable	 175,567	 192,374
	 Long Term Debt	 2,251,163	 2,362,874
							     
	 TOTAL LIABILITIES	  2,605,313 	  2,809,202
							     
NET ASSETS					   
 	 Unrestricted						    
	     Undesignated	 2,891,453	 2,944,679 
	      *Board designated for endowment	 0	 7,578,865 
	          Total Unrestricted	 2,891,453	 10,523,544 
							     
	 Temporarily Restricted	 6,882,582	 6,511,835 
	 Permanently Restricted (endowment)	 17,341,676	 17,031,198 
							     
	 TOTAL NET ASSETS	 27,115,711 	  34,066,577 
							     
TOTAL LIABILITIES and NET ASSETS	 29,721,024 	 36,875,779

Full audited financial statements available upon request
*Adjusted in FY09 for new accounting regulations

Statement of Financial Position as of June 30, 2009

SMIF Revenue  
$5.659 Million

SMIF Expenses 
$5.659 Million

Administration
& Fundraising 10%

Engaged Elders 2%
Immigrant 1%

BioBusiness 23%

Career Exploration 5%

Minority 3%

Community Funds 14%

Early Childhood 20%

Entreprenuer 22%

McKnight
Foundation 23%

Loans 21%

Spending Policy 18%

Community Funds 11%

Non-Local Funders 10%

Federal Gov’t 7%

Local Donations 6%

In-Kind 4%

PRUDENCE
financials

2928



"The greater the loyalty of a group 

toward the group, the greater is the 

motivation among the members to 

achieve the goals of the group, and 

the greater the probability that the 

group will succeed."

Rensis Likert

STAFF
LEADERSHIP 	
Tim Penny	 President/CEO
Carol Cerney	 Vice President/COO
Brian Conzemius	 Vice President/CFO

COMMUNICATIONS
Julie Muehlberg	 Communications Coordinator

DEVELOPMENT	
Jill Evans	 Development Officer
Jennifer Nelson	 Development Coordinator

EMERGING BUSINESS
Pam Bishop	 Business Senior Program Officer
Marcia Haley	 Business Lending Coordinator
Diane Lewis	 Business Lending Director
Connie Lau	 Business Program Associate
Megan Tsui	 Business Development Specialist

EMERGING WORKFORCE
Rae Jean Hansen	 Workforce Senior Program Officer
Elise Davis	 Workforce Program Director
Barbara Gunderson	 AmeriCorps LEAP Director
Janet Lundstrom	 AmeriCorps LEAP Coordinator
Anni O’Neill	 Early Childhood Program Director
Teri Steckelberg	 Workforce Program Associate

FINANCE	
Bonita Sommers	 Finance Coordinator

OPERATIONS
Immanuel Bahlmann	 Interim Operations Associate
Jennifer Heien	 Grants Associate
Tom Gebur	 Technology Coordinator
Melissa Langer	 Operations Coordinator
Suzy Meneguzzo	 Grants Director
Kathi Svoboda	 Organizational Operations Associate

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dan Christianson, Chair, Preston
President & CEO, F & M Community Bank

Steve Underdahl, Vice Chair, Faribault
President, Professional Contractors Incorporated

Jody Feragen, Treasurer, Austin
Director, Senior Vice President, Chief Financial Officer
Hormel Foods Corporation

Linda Cruz Lares, Secretary, Albert Lea
Cultural Diversity Specialist, SEMCAC Incorporated

Mimi Carlson, Treasurer, Houston
Technology Consultant/Entrepreneur

Bill Davis, Past Chair, Utica 
President, Osborn Medical Corporation

Deborah Dove, New Ulm
Brown County Commissioner

Bukata Hayes, Mankato
Executive Director, Mankato Diversity Council
& Diversity Program Facilitator, Mankato Public Schools

Bob Hoffman, Waseca
Vice President of Strategic Business, Education and Regional 
Partnerships for Minnesota State University, Mankato

Carol J. Kamper, Rochester
Retired Educator/Government

John Monson, Cannon Falls
Vice President of Rural Capital Network, AgStar Financial

Michael Tuohy, Chatfield
Vice President/Chief Operations Officer, Tuohy Furniture 
Corporation

Dr. Diane Twedell, Rochester
DNP, RN, CENP, Mayo Clinic

Stephen Waldhoff, Albert Lea
Chief Administrative Officer, Albert Lea Medical Center-Mayo 
Health System

BOARD ALUMNI
Kenneth Albrecht, Mankato
Sandra Allaire, Wabasha
Larry Anderson, Frost
Les Anderson, Mapleton
Andrew Biebl, New Ulm
Dan Bonneur, Waseca
Bev Brumbaugh, Northfield
Rachel Christensen, Albert Lea
Reverend Ted Colescott, Rochester
David Crandall, Austin
Dr. Richard Davenport, Mankato
Joe Dedan, Lanesboro
Jean Eaton, Albert Lea
Neil Eckles, Blue Earth
Joan Foot, Red Wing
Dave Foreman, Rochester
Marilyn Frauenkron-Bayer, Houston
Dr. Edward Frederick, Waseca
Dr. Joseph Gibilisco, Rochester
Rebecca Goodsell, Spring Valley
Tim Grabow, Madison Lake

Marge Hamersly, Glenville
Norb Harrington, Rochester
Don Hayden, Kilkenny
Phillip Henoch, Rochester
Lee Himle, Spring, Valley
Dr. Don Hunter, Winona
Paul Kiltinen, Kasson
Dorothy Krick, Fairmont
Tonia Lauer, Albert Lea
Tim Lidstrom, Mankato
Anne Lundstrom, Faribault
Thomas McCarthy, Winthrop
Jerry Monson, Owatonna
Richard Nelson (deceased), Preston
Katy Olson, Sherburn
Tami Paulsen, Mankato
Vanessa Peoples, formerly of Rochester
Brad Peterson, Winona
Lowell Peterson, Red Wing
Randy Quint, Rochester
Roberto Romo, formerly of Austin

GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE
Ruth Collins	 ISD #656, Faribault
Linda Cruz Lares	 SEMCAC Incorporated, Albert Lea
Danny Harjo	 Prairie Island Indian Community, 	
		  Welch
Anne Murray	 Southern Minnesota Independent 	
		  Living Enterprise & Services 		
		  (SMILES), Mankato
Steve Underdahl	 Professional Contractors  
		  Incorporated, Faribault 

LOAN REVIEW COMMITTEE
Larry Anderson	 AgStar Financial Services
Bill Davis	 Osborn Medical Corporation, Utica
Deborah Dove	 Brown County Commissioner, New Ulm
Lisa Gjersvik	 Agricultural Utilization Research Institute, Waseca
Rebekah Kent	 Biobusiness Alliance of Minnesota,  
		  St. Louis Park 
Paul Osdoba	 Profinium Financial, Owatonna
Gary Smith	 Rochester Area Economic Development  
		  Incorporated, Rochester
Sarah Walbert	 Minnesota Department of Employment &  
		  Economic Development, St. Paul

Judy Schotzko, Wabasha
Senator Kathleen Sheran, Mankato
Steve Smith, Rochester
Toni Smith, Wabasha
Enrique Soto, formerly of St. James
Jim Stangler, Kilkenny
Terry Stone, Madelia
Donald Sudor, Rochester
Bonnie Thompson, Owatonna
Karen Todd, Houston
Ken Trom, Austin
Sherry Valley, formerly of New Prague
Dave Walgenbach, formerly of Waseca
Bob Wallace, Fairmont
Denis Warta, New Ulm
Ed Wegener, formerly of Albert Lea
Jean Whalen, Winona
Kenneth Wilcox, Owatonna
David Williams, formerly of Mankato
Dorothy Wilson, New Ulm
Renotta Young, formerly of Rochester

people

LOYALTY

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Dennis Miller	 Chair, Leadership Circle
Dan Christianson	 Chair, SMIF Board of Trustees
David Buesing	 Emeritus, Wells Concrete Products  
		  Company
Bill Davis	 President, Osborn Medical Corporation
Mark Davis	 President, Davisco Foods International 	
		  Incorporated
Nancy Domaille	 CEO, Domaille Engineering LLC
Dick Downs	 CEO, Downs Food Group
Mary Ehmke	 COO, KMTelecom
Dr. Glenn Forbes	 Medical Director, State Government & 		
		  Local Affairs, Mayo Clinic
Joe Goggin	 Retired CEO, Red Wing Shoes
Russ Huffer	 Chairman/CEO, Apogee Enterprises  
		  Incorporated
Leigh Johnson	 CEO, Custom Alarm/Custom  
		  Communications
Tim Lidstrom	 President, Lidstrom Commercial Realtors
Walt Ling	 Vice President, IBM Corporation

Fred Lutz	 Retired President, Lutz-Lloyd Enterprises
Chuck Mayhew	 CEO, Foldcraft Company
Tim Penny	 President/CEO, SMIF
Don Pyatt	 Senior Vice President of Technology and 		
		  Strategy, Viracon Incorporated
John Rivisto	 President/General Manager, Wells Concrete  
		  Products Company
Tom Rosen	 President, Rosen’s Diversified Incorporated
Erin Sellner	 President, Sellner Manufacturing
Colleen Skillings	 CFO, MVTL Laboratories Incorporated
Donald Sudor	 Retired, IBM Corporation
Chad Suprenant	 President, I&S Group
Joe Swedberg	 VP, Legislative Affairs and Marketing, Hormel 
		  Foods Corporation
Jena Thompson	 CEO, Daisy Blue Naturals LLC
Jennifer Thompson	 President, American Artstone Company
Michael Wuest	 President, McNeilus Companies Incorporated

PAST CHAIRS ADVISORY COUNCIL
Ken Albrecht, Mankato
Larry Anderson, Frost
Dan Bonneur, Faribault
Bill Davis, Utica
Joan Foot, Red Wing
Dave Foreman, Rochester
Dr. Joseph Gibilisco, Rochester
Marge Hammersly, Glenville

Phil Henoch, Rochester
Tim Lidstrom, Mankato
Jerry Monson, Owatonna
Sen. Kathleen Sheran, Mankato
Steve Smith, Rochester
Don Sudor, Rochester
Bob Wallace, Fairmont
David Williams,  
	 formerly of Mankato 3130



About Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation:
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF), a donor-supported foundation, invests for economic growth in 20 
Minnesota counties. The Foundation has provided over $42 million in grants and loans within the region during the past 
23 years.  SMIF’s key interests include early childhood programs, workforce readiness, and economic development with a 
focus on emerging bioscience and renewable energy businesses.  SMIF was established by The McKnight Foundation in 
1986 to foster growth and vitality in greater Minnesota. To learn more about our work and mission call 507-455-3215 or 

visit www.smifoundation.org.

VISION:
Southern Minnesota will be a prosperous and grow-
ing region with vibrant communities,  
innovative and successful businesses, and a skilled 
and valued workforce.

GUIDING VALUES:
Integrity and ethical behavior
Leadership and innovation
Inclusive partnerships and collaboration
Wise stewardship of financial resources

Commitment to sustainable and measurable results

MISSION:
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation invests in the region’s future growth through grants, loans, technical  
expertise and partnerships that foster workforce readiness and entrepreneurial activity — especially in areas of  
biomedicine, bioagriculture and alternative energy.

OUR COMMITMENT:
•	 In 2009 Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF) invested 90% of total expenditures into program activities 	
	 to increase the economic vitality of southern Minnesota. 
•	 SMIF uses an unbiased committee process that draws on the expertise of staff, board and professionals to select its 	
	 grant and loan recipients within the 20 county region.
•	 SMIF’s financial structure is built on a model that leverages local contributions ten to one.
•	 SMIF completes an annual audit by an independent public accounting firm. Copies of audited financial statements 	
	 are available upon request.
•	 Financial statements are presented in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 
•	 Foundation submits an annual 990 tax filing. Copies are available upon request.
•	 SMIF voluntarily submits to an annual legal audit to ensure that the foundation is complying with applicable federal 	
	 and state laws and regulations.
•	 SMIF requires all board members and employees to abide by a conflict of interest policy that encourages high 
	 standards of ethics and integrity. 
•	 SMIF strives to ensure that all fundraising efforts clearly portray the purpose of the funds to be raised and that all 	
	 contributions received are used for those specific purposes. 

•	 SMIF protects the privacy of our donors and partners by not marketing our mailing list.

Maintain Trust and Provide Transparency

525 Florence Ave.  P.O. Box 695  Owatonna, MN 55060-0695    
Ph: 507-455-3215   Fx: 507-455-2098   www.smifoundation.org


